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b.  Cement containing i per cent, of    h.     m.       h.    m.
gypsum       .        .        .              o    10        o    20
Same cement, to which 2 per cent.
of lime has been added       .10        80
The foregoing results show conclusively that additions
of gypsum are not always an unmixed advantage, and, as
before stated, the exact effect of such admixtures require
to be more fully understood and realised before they can
be lightly accepted. Of course, from the manufacturer's
point of view, admixtures of gypsum or some material
having the effect of retarding the setting of cement are
an absolute necessity to those who are bound by their
specification to supply a slow-setting and finely ground
cement Such admixtures would be more especially
appreciated during the summer months, and in tropical
climates, where the natural quick-setting properties of a
cement are materially aggravated by climatic conditions
of temperature, etc. Where such small additions of
material like gypsum are found to produce such marked
results, another difficulty that must not be overlooked,
is the danger arising from imperfect incorporation of the
admixture with the whole of the cement. It is usual to
add the gypsum to the clinker at the crushers, in the
course of manufacture, and it will be readily understood
that the regular and uniform addition of such small
quantities as J and I per cent is no easy matter ; in fact,
that was the reason recently put forward by one large
firm of manufacturers for not employing such additions
unless they were absolutely obliged.